
 
 

Rep-04-002, Alert Template 

A person died / was fatally injured … 
On September 14th, 2010 at 3pm at St Appolinaire (France), Dijon Beton Ltd - subsidiary of Holcim 
France - a temporary worker was fatally injured while he was cleaning the inside of the drum of a 
ready-mix concrete truck. 

The victims job consisted in removing the hardened concrete from inside the drum with a jack-
hammer to prevent road accidents due to an over weighted truck. For safety reasons and due to 
the toughness of this activity, the job is always performed by 2 workers. In this very case one of 
them was the truck driver and the other one was the victim.  

The victim had entered the drum partially through the man hole, when the drum started to rotate 
for currently unknown reasons. 

The victim had already performed this job several times since June 2010 and was recognized by 
his colleagues as professional. Furthermore, a specific safety procedure is in place in Dijon Beton 
to deal with this particular job. 

Police and Company investigations have been commenced. Psychological support was 
immediately proposed to the victim’s family and the staff which was present on site when the 
accident occurred. Rapid communication within Holcim France by means of this Alert has been 
initiated.  

Key Safety Measure  
If applicable, please consider the following aspects: 

 Make sure that safe working procedures exist in accordance with the FPE Directives on 
Isolation and Lockout as well as on Confined Space Entry and make sure that they are 
understood and followed.  

 Make sure that all staff (permanent and interim) passes the safety induction when they 
join the OpCo. 

 Make sure to organize specific safety trainings for particular jobs with high exposure. 
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